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INTRODUCTION

Radhavallabh Tripathi

The first edition of the Bibliography of Modern Sanskrit writings was published by
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan in 2002. It was edited by the present author in collaboration with
Ramakant Pandey and Dharmendra Kumar Singhdeo. It had 2098 entries, covering works
published up to 2000-2001. The present revised edition of Adhunikasamskrtaszhitya-
sandarbhasici is being published with 5040 entries, (3360 in the main list and 1680 in the
appendix). Of these, 306 are Mahakavyas. 763 plays or collections of plays, 567
Khandakavyas, 1620 collections of lyric poems, 350 anthologies of poems, 113 novels, 337
collections of short stories, 227 translated works covering various genres and 23 titles belong
to the category of literature for children. RemaininRg 417 titles belong to the category of
scientific and philosophical literature. The aim of bringing out this bibliography with detailed
introduction is to present a panorama of modern Sanskrit writings - original works in all forms
of literature. Books written and published in Sanskrit between 1850 to 2011 - original writings
only - have been included.

1 am confident that this bibliograpy with the detailed introduction being given for this
new edition will not only serve as a reference work, but it will also establish the authenticity of
creativity in Sanskrit in our age.

Contrary to popular belief, there is an astonishing upsurge of creativity in Sanskrit
today. Many of the modern Sanskrit writings are qualitatively of such high order that they can
easily be treated at par with the best of classical Sanskrit works, and they can also be judged in
contrast to the contemporary literature in other languages. The enormous quantity of the
published works in Sanskrit composed during the past two centuries encompasses all forms of
literature and variety of genres.

The latter half of the nineteenth century marks the beginning of a new era in Sanskrit
literature. Authors of Sanskrit displayed an awareness of a changing socio-political scenario. In
Kerala, Rajraj Verma (1863-1918) a nephew of King Kerala Verma, had composed a play in
Sanskrit entitled Gairvanivijaya (Victory of Sanskrit). In this play, Sanskrit Language appears
as a character and thwarted by the overpowering impact of English and Anglicization, she
desperately approaches Brahma for the redressal of her grievances. At Brahma's orders,
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